
Welcome!

Back to School Night 
4th Grade Team

Mrs. Peña
Mrs. Fletcher

Ms. Bliss/Mrs. Ahmad 



Tonight’s Timeline

▧ School Board Representative
▧ Curriculum Overview 
▧ Communication Reminders
▧ Family/School Partnership
▧ Questions & Answers
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EJRen5w8V5U
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Meet Our Admin Team

Stop by to say “HI”! 

Join Zoom Meeting

https://myfcpsk12.zoom.us/j/91
778762347?pwd=bnFtOWg5O
VpqNFFZdmFyZ05PcVhBZz09

https://myfcpsk12.zoom.us/j/91778762347?pwd=bnFtOWg5OVpqNFFZdmFyZ05PcVhBZz09
https://myfcpsk12.zoom.us/j/91778762347?pwd=bnFtOWg5OVpqNFFZdmFyZ05PcVhBZz09
https://myfcpsk12.zoom.us/j/91778762347?pwd=bnFtOWg5OVpqNFFZdmFyZ05PcVhBZz09


Our Team
● Mrs. Angela Fletcher - General Education Teacher
● Mrs. Gissel Peña-Almonte - General Education Teacher
● Mrs. Safaa Ahmad - Advanced Academic Teacher
● Ms. Ariel Bliss - Long Term Substitute for 4th APP Class
● Mrs. Caitlin Peterson - Special Education Teacher
● Mrs. Sarah Jager - Special Education Teacher 

 



Hometown

Born and raised in NY! 
I’ve also lived in 

Dominican Republic .

Interests

● I love nature!
● Organization/Decor
● Biking 

Education & 
Career 

● B.S Childhood Education
● M.Ed. Special Education 
● This is my 12th year 

teaching.

Mrs. Peña-Almonte



Hometown
Born and raised in  
    New Orleans! 

Interests
● Being a New Mom
● Trying new food places
● Working Out
● Traveling 

Education & Career

● B.S Elementary Education
● M.Ed. Mathematical 

Leadership 
● This is my 11th year 

teaching.

  Mrs. Ahmad



Hometown
Born and raised in 
Northern Virginia

I’ve never lived 
anywhere else, but 
visited many places 

Interests

● Reading 
● Spending time with my family
● Watching movies
● Finding reasons to celebrate 

Education & Career

● B.S Integrative Studies
● M.Ed. Elementary Education 
● This is my first year teaching 

fourth grade and my fifth 
year at Beech Tree

  Mrs. Fletcher



Sarah Jager- Special Education
○ Mother of 2; my son is 9 and my daughter is 7, 

both attend Beech Tree

○ We have a golden doodle (4yo) named Kota

○ Moved to Virginia in April of ‘22

○ Originally from Oregon

○ First year teaching Special Education
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Meet Our Wellness Team

Social worker:   Lisa Hershaft
Psychologist: Stephanie Barnes

Counselor: Yolanda Adams 
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Meet Our Specialist Team
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Meet Our ESOL Team

ESOL teachers work 
to support students 
that are acquiring 
the English 
language.

This is done in the 
classroom and in 
small group settings.





Responsive Classroom is a student-centered, social and emotional 
learning approach to teaching and discipline. It is comprised of a 
set of research, and evidence-based practices designed to create 
safe, joyful, and engaging classrooms and school communities. 

• Morning Meeting & Closing Circle

• Teacher Language

• Interactive Modeling

Responsive Classroom 
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Literacy Block - Upper
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Reading 
Workshop

Writing 
WorkshopWord Study

Whole Group Instruction
Spelling, Syllabication, Morphology, & Vocabulary



Math Workshop
Key Components:

• Number sense routine

• Focus Lessons

• Math Tasks

• Guided Math

• Learning Stations

• Reflection

*We use various structures that incorporate these components
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Curriculum Overview
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Curriculum Overview
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Language Arts

Phonics & 
Word Study

Oral language &
Vocabulary 
Development

Reading 
Comprehension

Writing AAP Math-5th 
grade

https://www.fcps.edu/year-at-a-glance/fifth-grade
https://www.fcps.edu/year-at-a-glance/fifth-grade


Digital Resources



• Tuesday, October 11th- Thinkabit Lab - Ms. Bliss’ Class Only
• Wednesday, October 12th- Kennedy Center
•
• Jamestown - TBD

Field Trips
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Grading

21



22



23



Communication
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Communication Tools
Teacher Communication:
● Phone Calls and Email 
● Talking Points 
● Family Conferences
● Schoology

School Communication:
● Wednesday Folders
● Weekly updates from administration 
● eNotify Text Messages and Emails
● School Twitter and Facebook pages
● Schoology 



             Talking Points Sign Up 

Mrs. Ahmad’s Class

● English-Talking 
Points 
instructions

● Spanish-Talking 
Points 
instructions

● Vietnamese- 
Talking Points 
instructions 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hBpGz35Y1b475At2mWQdNVbHr-ryRExZ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hBpGz35Y1b475At2mWQdNVbHr-ryRExZ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hBpGz35Y1b475At2mWQdNVbHr-ryRExZ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hBujnp_-tAALIpf55SYmD7R9nfFILOrx/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hBujnp_-tAALIpf55SYmD7R9nfFILOrx/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hBujnp_-tAALIpf55SYmD7R9nfFILOrx/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hDtMin4SlJfSoZNSxld87DLhl2Jtto2u/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hDtMin4SlJfSoZNSxld87DLhl2Jtto2u/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hDtMin4SlJfSoZNSxld87DLhl2Jtto2u/view?usp=sharing


Homework Guidance
This year we are adjusting homework expectations at Beech Tree. As we 

center the focus on the wellbeing of our students, we will not be requiring 
homework. 

▧ Nightly reading is encouraged as a way to build student knowledge and 
reading stamina. 

▧ We encourage you to talk with your child about their learning. 
▧ At times a teacher may give items for a student to practice. However, this 

is not required nor graded. Teachers will also have that resource available 
for students in the classroom setting.

▧ Laptops will be sent home as needed or deemed necessary by the 
classroom teachers.  



Family/School 
Partnership
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Supporting Your Child At Home

• Establish a work space for your child at home. 
• Encourage your child to read every night.
• Encourage your child to do their best everyday.
• Encourage your child to take responsibility and ownership 

of their own learning.
• Encourage your child to review concepts taught on a 

regular basis 
• Maintain contact with your child’s teachers.
• Join the PTA
• Attendance is vital for the success of your child
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Family Conferences

October 17-November 11. 

We are excited to talk more about your child at our upcoming 
student conferences.  We will be asking you to share information 
about your child and are eager to know:

● What are your child's strengths?
● What does your child need?
● What do you wish you knew more about?
● How can we best partner together this year to support your 

child?



For Mrs. Ahmad’s Class

Dear Families,

   I hope this information finds you well. For the upcoming parent conferences, 

Miss Bliss will email you grows and glows for your child. Glows will be areas of 

success and grows will be areas for improvement. This communication will be 

in lieu of conferences since Miss Bliss is a long term substitute. However, if you 

would like further detail from Miss Bliss please reach out to her to schedule a 

time. Please know that Mrs. Ahmad will conduct formal parent conferences 

once she returns and has been able to get to know your child and 

observe/gather instructional data to discuss.

 Thank you,
      Mrs. Ahmad & Miss Bliss



Questions & Answers
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