
Beech Tree
Back to School Night

3rd Grade



Tonight’s Timeline

6:30- Welcome
6:35- Third Grade presentation
7:10- Break out sessions (Gen Ed & AAP)
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Outcomes

Families will receive information about:
▧ School Board Representative
▧ A Day in the Life of Your Child
▧ Curriculum Overview 
▧ Communication Reminders
▧ Family/School Partnership
▧ Questions & Answers
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Meet Our Admin Team

Stop by to say “HI”! 

Join Zoom Meeting

https://myfcpsk12.zoom.us/j/91
778762347?pwd=bnFtOWg5O
VpqNFFZdmFyZ05PcVhBZz09

https://myfcpsk12.zoom.us/j/91778762347?pwd=bnFtOWg5OVpqNFFZdmFyZ05PcVhBZz09
https://myfcpsk12.zoom.us/j/91778762347?pwd=bnFtOWg5OVpqNFFZdmFyZ05PcVhBZz09
https://myfcpsk12.zoom.us/j/91778762347?pwd=bnFtOWg5OVpqNFFZdmFyZ05PcVhBZz09
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EJRen5w8V5U


Nadya Abu-Rish, 3rd Grade AAP Teacher

• This is my 16th year teaching (all at BTES) and 
my third year in third grade. 

• I was born and raised in Falls Church and 
attended schools in the Justice Pyramid.

• I have my Bachelor’s in Psychology & Early 
Education and my Master’s in ESOL.

• I am passionate about reading and getting 
students to love to read. I’m on the board of a 
nonprofit bookstore called READ and work (for 
books!) with Scholastic as a teacher advisor. 

• Building relationships with students and families 
is extremely important to me.

• I love to travel and have visited over 20 
countries.



Tracie Rankin
3rd Grade Teacher

•  Grew up in Ohio and lived in 
California until recently.

• Married 32 years and mom 
of 3.

• This will be my 18th year 
teaching, and my 5th at 
Beech Tree.

• I love anything Disney and 
the Dodgers!!!
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Stacy Carter, Special Ed 
Teacher

I’m the Special Education Department Chair. 
This is my fifth year back at BT.  I have been 
teaching for 30 years. 19 years in FCPS, 11 
years around the US and England. I was raised 
in Florida, went to school at The University of 
Michigan. Go Blue! My husband, Billy and I 
just celebrated 18 years and we have a 14 
year old (Henry).  We have a standard poodle 
named Brandy, a great dane named Finn, and 
8 chickens (have only named RBG, Nancy, 
Kamala and Michelle).
I love anything to do with outdoors: ocean, 
mountains, bring it!  Oh, and Korean Dramas!



Sarah Jager- Special Education

○ Mother of 2; my son is 9 and my 

daughter is 7, both attend Beech Tree

○ We have a golden doodle (4yo) named 

Kota

○ Moved to Virginia in April of ‘22

○ Originally from Oregon

○ First year teaching Special Education
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Sunjoo Kim- Special Education Teacher

My name is Sunjoo Kim 
and I am a new member 
of the Special Education 
team this year and the 
formal parents of Beech 
Tree Elementary.  Love to 
meet you all shortly!
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First Month Celebrations
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● Everyone has adjusted well to the new school year!
● Students know the daily routines.
● Students have made new friends and welcomed 

new to Beech Tree students.

What celebrations can you share with us about your 
child?
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Meet Our Wellness Team
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Meet Our ESOL Team
ESOL teachers work 
to support students 
that are acquiring 
the English 
language.

This is done in the 
classroom and in 
small group settings.



A Day in the Life of 
Your Child
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Our Daily Schedule

15

9:05-9:15 Arrival/Breakfast

9:15-9:30 Morning Meeting

9:30-11:00 Math

11:00-11:30 Science/Social Studies

11:30-12:30 Specials

12:30-12:50 Recess

12:50-1:20 Lunch

1:20-3:25 Language Arts 
(Word Study, Reading, Writing)

3:25-3:45 Recess

3:45-4:00 Pack up - Closing Circle - Dismissal



Responsive Classroom is a student-centered, social and 
emotional learning approach to teaching and discipline. It is 
comprised of a set of research, and evidence-based 
practices designed to create safe, joyful, and engaging 
classrooms and school communities. 
▧ Morning Meeting & Closing Circle
▧ Teacher Language
▧ Interactive Modeling

Responsive Classroom 
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Literacy Block - Upper
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Reading Workshop Writing WorkshopWord Study

Whole Group Instruction
Spelling, Syllabication, Morphology, & Vocabulary



Math Workshop

Key Components:
▧ Number sense routine
▧ Focus Lessons
▧ Math Tasks
▧ Guided Math
▧ Learning Stations
▧ Reflection

*We use various structures that incorporate these components
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Curriculum Overview
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Grading
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Communication
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Communication Tools
Teacher Communication:

● Phone Calls and Email 
● Talking Points 
● Newsletter
● Family Conferences

School Communication:
● Wednesday Folders
● Weekly updates from administration 
● eNotify Text Messages and Emails
● School Twitter and Facebook pages
● Schoology 



Homework Guidance
This year we are adjusting homework expectations at Beech Tree. As we center the 

focus on the wellbeing of our students, we will not be requiring homework. 

▧ Nightly reading is encouraged as a way to build student knowledge and 
reading stamina. 

▧ We encourage you to talk with your child about their learning. 
▧ At times a teacher may give items for a student to practice. However, this is 

not required nor graded. Teachers will also have that resource available for 
students in the classroom setting.

▧ Laptops will be sent home as needed or deemed necessary by the classroom 
teachers.  



Family/School 
Partnership
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Supporting Your Child At Home

• Establish a work space for your child at home. 
• Encourage your child to read every night.
• Encourage your child to practice math facts every night.
• Encourage your child to do their best everyday.
• Maintain contact with your child’s teachers.
• Join the PTA
• Attendance is vital for the success of your child!
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Family Conferences



COnferences

October 17-November 11. 

We are excited to talk more about your child at our upcoming student 
conferences.  We look forward to discussing

● Areas of strengths
● Areas for growth
● Setting goals for your child

31



Breakout Rooms for
Questions & Answers
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Thank You!
Accept everyone; LIFT ALL.
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