
Beech Tree
Back to School Night

1st Grade



Outcomes

Families will receive information about:

● School Board Representative
● A Day in the Life of Your Child
● Curriculum Overview 
● Communication Reminders
● Family/School Partnership
● Questions & Answers
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EJRen5w8V5U
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Meet Our Admin Team

Stop by to say “HI”! 

Join Zoom Meeting

https://myfcpsk12.zoom.us/j/91
778762347?pwd=bnFtOWg5O
VpqNFFZdmFyZ05PcVhBZz09

https://myfcpsk12.zoom.us/j/91778762347?pwd=bnFtOWg5OVpqNFFZdmFyZ05PcVhBZz09
https://myfcpsk12.zoom.us/j/91778762347?pwd=bnFtOWg5OVpqNFFZdmFyZ05PcVhBZz09
https://myfcpsk12.zoom.us/j/91778762347?pwd=bnFtOWg5OVpqNFFZdmFyZ05PcVhBZz09


Our 1st Grade Team
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Ms. Vachon Mrs. Chon Mrs. Walnock



Get to Know Mrs. Chon!

● Born and raised in Los Angeles, CA/Korean-American
● Attended college at UCSD and received my masters of education at 

USC.
● 12th year of teaching/has been Beech Tree Beaver for 6 of the years!
● Husband is in the Air Force, and has 2 more years in this area.

Here are a few of her favorite things:
Color: Yellow
Place to visit: Tropical Areas
Hobbies: Traveling, Watching Movies, and Eating!
Animal: Giraffe
Food: Everything!



Get to Know Ms. Vachon!
● Born and raised in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania! GO STEELERS!

● Attended Indiana University of Pennsylvania and received my bachelor’s degree in 
Early Childhood and Special Education.

● Currently attending James Madison University to get my Master’s Degree in 
School Leadership!

● This is my 9th year of teaching. I have previously taught preschool, kindergarten, 
first grade, and special education (K-4). This is my fourth year teaching first grade!



Get to Know Mrs. Walnock!
● I was born and raised in Sandy Hook, CT.
● I received my undergraduate degree from the University of Connecticut and 

my graduate degree from the University of Bridgeport.
● My husband, Mr. Walnock, also taught at Beech Tree many years ago.
● I have 3 children:

○ Cooper is 11 
○ Miles is 9 
○ Amarelle is 5 

● I’ve taught at Beech Tree for 19 years! 
○ 4th Grade for 6 years
○ 5th Grade for 5 years
○ 1st Grade for 8 years

● All of my grandparents were from Portugal!
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Meet Our Wellness Team

Lisa Hershaft - social worker (Not Pictured)
Stephanie Barnes - psychologist
Yolanda Adams - counselor
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Meet Our ESOL Team
ESOL teachers work 
to support students 
that are acquiring 
the English 
language.

This is done in the 
classroom and in 
small group settings.
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Meet Our Special Ed Teams
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Meet Our Specialist Team
Music, Kiri Cooper at kncooper@fcps.edu 
Arabic, Meriem Bacha at MBacha@fcps.edu 
Art, Greg Skrtic at GGSkrtic@fcps.edu 
Guidance Counselor, Yolanda Adams at yeadams@fcps.edu 
PE, Mike Jenkins at MWJenkins@fcps.edu 
Librarian, Tina Britton at clbritton@fcps.edu 

STEM, Kristen Hollen at kmhollen@fcps.edu 

mailto:kncooper@fcps.edu
mailto:MBacha@fcps.edu
mailto:GGSkrtic@fcps.edu
mailto:yeadams@fcps.edu
mailto:MWJenkins@fcps.edu
mailto:clbritton@fcps.edu
mailto:kmhollen@fcps.edu


First Month Celebrations
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Celebrations and Highlights!

● Everyone has adjusted well to the new school year!
● Students know the daily routines.
● Students’ stamina is growing.
● Students have made new friends and welcomed 

new-to-Beech Tree students.

What celebrations can you share with us about your child?



Specials Schedule



A Day in the Life of 
Your Child
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Our Daily Schedule
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Responsive Classroom is a student-centered, social and emotional learning 
approach to teaching and discipline. It is comprised of a set of research, and 
evidence-based practices designed to create safe, joyful, and engaging classrooms 
and school communities. 

● Morning Meeting & Closing Circle
● Teacher Language
● Interactive Modeling

Responsive Classroom 
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Literacy Block - Primary
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Reading 
Workshop

Writing 
WorkshopPhonics

Whole Group 
Instruction

Phonological Awareness, 
Phonics, Spelling, 

Handwriting

Small Group 
Instruction



Math Block
Key Components:

● Number sense routine
● Focus Lessons
● Exit Tickets
● Guided Math
● Learning Stations
● Reflection
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Curriculum Overview
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Field Trips 
TBD
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Grading
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Communication
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Communication Tools
Teacher Communication:

● Phone Calls and Email 
○ Mrs. Chon - rchon@fcps.edu
○ Ms. Vachon - jvachon@fcps.edu
○ Mrs. Walnock - hlwalnock@fcps.edu

● Talking Points 
● Monthly newsletters
● Family Conferences
● Schoology

School Communication:
● Wednesday Folders
● Weekly updates from administration 
● eNotify Text Messages and Emails
● School Twitter and Facebook pages
● Schoology 

mailto:rchon@fcps.edu
mailto:jvachon@fcps.edu
mailto:hlwalnock@fcps.edu


Homework Guidance
This year we are adjusting homework expectations at Beech Tree. As we center the focus on 

the wellbeing of our students, we will not be requiring homework. 

▧ Nightly reading is encouraged as a way to build student knowledge and reading 
stamina. 

▧ We encourage you to talk with your child about their learning. 
▧ At times a teacher may give items for a student to practice. However, this is not 

required nor graded. Teachers will also have that resource available for students in the 
classroom setting.

▧ Laptops will be sent home as needed or deemed necessary by the classroom teachers.  



Family/School 
Partnership
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Supporting Your Child At Home

● Establish a work space for your child at home. 

● Encourage your child to read 20 minutes every night.

● Encourage your child to do their best everyday.

● Maintain contact with your child’s teachers.

● Join the PTA

● Attendance is vital for the success of your child
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Family Conferences

Please look out for a link to sign up for conferences!

We are excited to talk more about your child at our upcoming student 
conferences.  We will be asking you to share information about your 
child and are eager to know:

● What are your child's strengths?
● What does your child need?
● What do you wish you knew more about?
● How can we best partner together this year to support your child?



Questions & Answers
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Thank You!
Accept everyone; LIFT ALL.
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